Case Study: NICE-IPAC

Rapid health technology assessment to inform national policy
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In 2002 the National Institute for Health & Clinical Excellence (NICE) established its Interventional Procedures Advisory Committee (IPAC). NICE-IPAC (now called NICE-IPP)
mandates guidance for surgeons, patients and the NHS for a wide range of surgical procedures. However when NICE-IPAC was established, there was a raft of procedures
that needed evidence-based assessment.

Bazian rapidly analysed the evidence from tens of thousands of studies relating to 72 different surgical procedures. We clearly identified which new procedures were effec-
tive and safe, which were not suitable for general use, and which were being performed in the absence of any reliable information about their efficacy and safety.

Bazian’s reviews formed the foundation for NICE-IPAC’s initial national guidance, helping to assure quality of care throughout the UK
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